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Appl. No. 10/707,809 

Amdt dated December 10, 2004 

Reply to Office action of September 10, 2004 

REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the present patent application is respectfully requested. Claims 1-19, 
are pending in this application By this amendment, claims 1, 5, 7, 14, 15 and 19 have been 

Jlded,^^ 
new claims. 

I Objections Based on Informalities 

beC ause of various —ties. The specification and claims 5, 14, 15, and » **b~ 
tended to address the Examiner's objections. The other claims that were objected to, namely 
Cairns 2, 6 and 9, have been canceled by this Amendment. To the extent that any of the cl.m 
Uuguage of the canceled claims has been included in new claims 20-27, the clam, language has 
been corrected appropriately in light of the Examiner's objecbons. 

fl Rejection Under §102 - Ryan et al. 

The office action has rejected Cairns 1, 2 and 6 under 35 US.C. 102(b) as bemg 

anticipated Ryan et al. (United States Patent No. 5,782,116). Claim 1, as currently amended, 

recites, in pertinent part, 

»a raU projecting from the outer surface of me cimumferential wall of said inner 
p,ece; and circumferential wall of said outer 

jSfJES :&^S£SS trac, to provide telescopic movement of 
said inner and outer pieces" 

wall of its inner shell (26) or a track formed within the inner surface of the circumanal waU 
of its outer shell (20). Instead, Ryan et al discloses an outer shell (20) having a remforcmg ead 
(22) which is received in a groove (23) of a bead (24) of me inner shell (26). Smce Ryan et al. 
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does not include each and every element of claim 1, as currently amended, claim 1 is not 
anticipated by Ryan et al. Reconsideration of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

m. Rejection Under §102- Gilbert 

The office action has rejected Claims 1-8, 12, 13 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as bong 
anticipated by Gilbert (United States Patent No. 4,899,564). Claim 1, as amended **, , that 
that tire inner and outer piece of the lockout devic, are "formed in the shape of half cylinders. 
Gilbert does not disclose inner and outer pieces in the shape of half cylinders. As can be seen 
belo W in Fig, 2 and 3 of Gilbert, the outer housing (12) of Gilbert is formed in the shape of 
substanuauyawho.ecyiinder having two end walls andaside wall with portions cut away. ^ 
closure panel (50) of Gilbert is also not a half cylinder, but, rather, an end wall of a cyhnder and 
a side wall with portions cut away. As Gilbert does not disclose an inner and outer pl ece that are 
"fonned in the shape of half cylinder*," it does not anticipate claim X, as currently amended. 




United States Patent No. 4,899,564 - Figures 2 and 3 
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In addition, claim 1, as currently amended, recites, in pertinent part, 

"a rail pxoj ccting from the outer surface of the circumferential wall of said inner 

said inner and outer pieces'* 

Gilbert does not disclose a rail projecting fro* the outer surface of the circumferential 
wall of its closure pane! (50) or a trade formed within the inner surface of the — ntia 
wall of its outer housing (12). As illustrated above in Fig. 2 of Gilbert, a groove (34) w forme<i 

the housing), but, rather, is formed within one of the side walls of the housmg. Fmall** 

L outer surface of [its] circumferential wall." Rather, the edge of the closure panel (50) nsel 

disclose each element of c.ahn 1, as currently amended, - does no ^an ***** 1. 
Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that this rejection be reconsidered and w.mdraw.. 

Claim 7, as currently amended, recites, in pertinent part, 
''an inner piece includingar^ 

an outer piece including a track, wherein said rail slides along hboi n 
SdtodL device to Sid from a closed position and an open posrtion. 

above, the actual edge of the closure panel (50) is what slides along the *oove ( 4) formed 
wit hin the outer housing. The edge of Gilbert, dosuro panel (50) is not ^ 
Gilbert does not disclose each element of claim 7, as currently amended, and tin, does 
Lpatec la im7.Acc^ 

m addition, claim 7, as currently amended, incorporate, the limitations of claim 
9 wMchwasrejectedbytheExaminerunderSSU.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
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7 as currently tended, should not be rejected as unpatentable over Gilbert m view of As 
mussed previously, Gilbert does not anticipate Cairn 7, as currently amende^ because .t does 
not discloseeachlimitationof the claim. In addition, the fidlure of Gilbert to .bscloseeacb 

element of elaim 7, can not be cured by combining Gilbert with Wtfc. 

Gilbert includes an outer housing (12) with a groove (34) that extends "without 

fctemrpnon— 

groove (48). If the groove (34) of Gilbert, that extends "without interrupts cn.nmferenUaily. 

The fact that the groove (34) extends "without interruption" would prevent the T-shaped edge 
tom fitdnginto the ^ove. A combination of Gilbert and Wi* would 
Accordingly,**^^ 
Wilk. 

Furthermore, most if not all inventions arise from a 

(Fed 01,1998). Thus, every element of a claimed invention may often be found minora*. 
Id However,identmcadonmu,epnor art of each^vidualpart claimed is — 
defeatpatentabilityofthewholeclaimedinvention. U. Rather, to estabUsh obvtousness based 
onacombinationofthe elements disclosed in the prior art, there must be 
sugge^onorteachingofthed^^^^ 

1127 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). 

No such motivation, suggestion or teaching of the desirability of combining the T-shaped 
,ug (50) and groove (48) of the collapsible container of Wilk with the doorknob secunty devtce 
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*a ,11. 19 i. opAMbk ov« 0»» i» vim of WJfc 

include every element of claim 19, as currently amended. 

Secondly, claim 19, as currently amended, also recites, 
"aTslotcompnsingaTs^ 

circumferential wall of the ^^^.^ [nterior half cylinder, wherein the 
' outer Lrface of the *«4f£?*j ^J"^ device is moved 

M _ above. — does not "J^^Z*" 
circumferential wall of its closure panel (50) or a track forme* 
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c_ial wa* of Its outer housh. 0» - — . 

the circumferential wall of to housn^O). The closum P*i j ^ ^ 

aU, rather, the edge of the closure panel (50) .tself actual y 

within the outer housing (12)- These are two adduional elements of clam 

amended, that are not taught by Gilbert. 

M . discussed previously Gilbert does not disclose the T-shaped rail and track 
t H ^l l9 as currently amended. Rather, the groove (34) of Gilbert . snnply a s.o, 
recited m claim 19, as currently ^ dosure pane i (SO), which is 

formed in the side wall of the outer housing (12) and the edge 
clearly not T- S haped, fits into and slides within the groove. 
Finally, claim 19. as currently amended, recites 

.■ m interlock a«ached to one end of £ 5St£ 

disposed on the T W^SlS '—her contacts said 
track that extend inward into me ^^^V half cylinder is fully telescoped 

housing (12) of Gilbert has a umform defined edge wim no P 
into tbe track. 

Accordingly, Gilbert Mis to teach the following five elements recited in clMm as 
currently amended: 

ririKi <- -*= of «» -i - «• 

interior half cylinder, 
the rail and track being T-shaped; and 



2. 
3, 
4. 
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^ nn the T slot rail and one 

UMM . wmbtaSon of 0*«l »1 , w (4S) of wilt toW 

- , • i - w 1 q The Examiner assens ^ 
teach the interlock recrtedmclaun 19. Tb ^ while Wilk has theae end 

end edge, which limit the slidin g T ^ ttack &at ex tend inward into the 

track" which the crossmemberottneiau 

, j - „f the slot f481 that extends inward. 

B v» it . ot &n» ■* w* s. ^ ^ ^ of ctoed 

„«H« « ^ - • "O "» „, „ ^ „** 

ill « l o ttal tc»«n te .^.t*l.»«'»«-" teJm * , ™ ,, h ; 

, ~-iu ^ ™rf Wilk together taught each element ox ™» 

cuire ntly amended, no motivation, ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

elements of Wilk and Gilbert exists. Tta- ^ ^ ^ Uere is no 
^ely containers and security device, ^ ^ &e ^ 8ystem of ^ 
ffi ention in eUher of the references why ^ ^GUher, For diese reasons, 
collate container of Wilk with the ^J^T „ f clalm 19 , be reconsidered and 
A ppUcant respectfully requests that the Examiner s rejection 



Mrithdrawn. 
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^^TwtrespectM^ ^ " P— ^ fc>- " 1 

APPhCMlt P tr*e reasons above and are in condition for allowance, 
cited by the Examiner for the reasons duu 

VII. Conclusion: Anniicant believes that all of 

discussions or 

0172, 



RespectfaHtf submi^d, 

~~ (116) efc- 8 # 6 
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